-------------------------- ENGLISH III SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT BEGINS HERE--------------- 
 
English III Honors – Summer Reading Assignment 
 
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
 
Summary of the Work: 
 
The Glass Castle is a poignant memoir about a dysfunctional but lively family, told from the perspective of the second daughter of four children. Jeannette Walls is three years old when the story begins and well into her adult life when it ends. Her parents, Rex and Rose Mary Walls, are troubled people who struggle with their own issues while trying to raise four children. Neither parent can hold down a job for any length of time. They move around with their children until they finally settle in Welch, West Virginia. 
 
In Welch, near Rex’s family, they live in squalid conditions. From the time Jeannette and her siblings are young, though, their father has grand plans to build the Glass Castle, taking out his blueprints and showing his ornate design of their home. As the kids get older, they lose faith in their father ever building the Glass Castle, but he does teach them to have dreams. Each child escapes to New York City to realize his or her dreams the way their father didn’t. 
 
Assignments:  There are two parts to your summer reading assignment.  These should be typed, printed, and submitted at the beginning of class on the first day of the semester.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  You may also share your document with your teacher with Google docs. 
 
Part I: Pre-reading 
English III is a survey of American literature. As such, in class we will discuss the elements that define America/being American. Similarly, we will work on tracing and examining these characteristics through various works of literature.  As such, prior to reading The Glass Castle you need to develop a paragraph or two that explains your personal definition of being an American in the 21st century. How and why were these characteristics formed? What are some examples you see in our world that help support these claims? Remember that a paragraph should be a minimum of 5-8 well-developed sentences.) 
 
Part II: Journal/Quotation Analysis 
 
As you read The Glass Castle, you are to keep a dialectical reading journal. In this journal, you will record quotations that seem significant to you, and then write comments in which you analyze the significance of the quote. As this is an American literature course, you should look for quotes that reflect some of the traits that you deem to be “uniquely American.” These include (but are not limited to): 
· a spirit of independence 
· the idea of the self-made man 
· the pursuit of the American Dream 
· the quest for adventure and exploring new frontiers 
· self-reliance
· optimism in the face of adversity 
 
In addition to focusing on these topics, you can choose a quote that: 
· reveals a significant trait of a character 
· helps develop a theme or motif 
· contributes to the tone of the novel 
· creates humor



You will then respond to the quote by proving commentary that: 
· makes a connection to something in your own life experience 
· asks a question 
· makes a prediction 
· makes a comparison to today’s attitudes and culture 
· analyzes the passage for deeper meaning 
 
Lastly, determine what literary devices the author is using in the passage.  Is she using imagery, juxtaposition to make a comparison, or perhaps a metaphor to make a comparison? 
 
Try to select quotations that cover the spectrum of options. Do not simply compare every passage to your own life. Requirements: 
· You must have at least 15 entries.  You may copy and paste the chart at the end of this document, or you may create your own in a Google doc or Word document. 
· Entries must be drawn from all parts of the novel. You must include an entry on the last chapter and discuss the relevance of the ending. 
· Commentary must focus on interpretation or analysis, NOT summary. 
· When appropriate, the commentary should identify the trait or topic of focus (i.e.: the pursuit of the American Dream reveals character.) You can simply use this phrase in your commentary and bold face the type. 
● 	A printout of the assignment must be handed in on the first day of class. 
 
**Part III:  There will be a test and a Socratic Seminar the first week of class.  You will not be successful with either of these if you have not read the book.   Simply watching the movie will not prepare you for the assignments. 
 
Example: Below are a few sample entries to use as a guide, 
 
Create your own table (insert, then table) to make your dialectical journal in this fashion. 
 
	Chapter/Page  
	Passage 
	Commentary  
	Evidence of Literary Device Used and Its Purpose 

	1. Chapter 2 pg. 9  
	The author is cooking hot dogs.  
“But at that moment, I was wearing the dress to cook hot dogs, watching the swell and bob in the boiling water as the late-morning sunlight filtered in through the trailer’s small kitchenette window.” 
	This passage is revealing the author’s self-sufficiency.  She realizes in her household she cannot count on her parents for even the basics of her young life. 
	The author uses imagery in this passage.  The reader can visualize this young girl cooking the hot dogs because of the descriptive language the author uses. 

	2. Chapter 2 pg. 15 
	Jeannette, home from the hospital, is again cooking hot dogs. 
“Good for you,” Mom said…”you can’t live in fear 
of something as basic as fire.” 
	I have noticed that fire is mentioned repeatedly, as Jeannette passes her finger through the candle’s flame and watches the bigger blazes until she feels hot on her face.  Apparently, this motif is significant. 
	Possibly foreshadowing?  (Come back to complete the answer). 



